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POSITIVE EFFECTS OF NATURAL HAZARDS
ON CULTURAL HERITAGE IN ROMANIA

ABSTRACT: MARA S. & VLAD S.N., Positive effects of natural

A measure of this kind consists of warning panels, posters and

hazards on cultural heritage in Romania. (IT ISSN 0391-9838,

leaflets, available in the areas of high vulnerability for natural

2008).

disasters, advising people living in the very area and tourists to

Due to the increased trend of global warming and accompanying
natural disasters, which may vary from extreme drought to
severe floods in various parts of Europe, specific measures are
to be taken from transnational to local levels. Among them, it is
worth

mentioning

to

support

local

authorities

in

promoting/implementing the concept of sustainable development,
in terms of land use and protection of the national heritage and
disaster management.
Consequently, public information about possible consequences
due to natural hazards is highly recommended in economically
developed regions with enclosed tourist resorts and specific
vulnerable environment.
Such an activity can lead to a more precautionary behaviour of
the local population and tourists, and, furthermore, to limitation of
the damages in case of a natural disaster.
(*) The Ministry of Environment and Sustainable Development, B-dul.
Libertatii nr. 12, sect. 5, Bucharest, Romania.
(**) The Ecological University, Str. Franceza Nr 20, Bucharest, Romania.

pay attention or even to avoid the dangerous areas, because
natural

hazards

can

happen

frequently

affecting

both

environment and infrastructures.
In other words, an efficient informational system concerning risks
produced by natural disasters is of main importance for local
authorities,

environmental

protection

agencies

and

water

management systems. The improvement of the disaster
management in the European Union and candidate countries
should be based on implementation of lessons learned from
previous disasters. The paper presents a dichotomic paradox,
i.e. positive versus negative effects of the natural hazards taking
into account examples from Romania.
Our case studies concentrate on such positive impact that
reveals very important archaeological treasures, buried for
hundreds years beneath a thick sedimentary cover or at the
bottom of shallow waters. Both sites are located in Dobrogea, the
antique Scythia Minor.
KEY WORDS: Natural hazards, Cultural heritage, Vulnerability,
Romania.

